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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 9136 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: BOAT CASES MEIABETO 

1 . HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HAS JUST INFORMED US CONFIDENTIALLY 
THAT THEY ARE EXPECTING ANOTHER SHIP WITH VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES AT 7:30 A.M. TOMORROW. PANAMANIAN SHIP NAMED 
MEIABETO PICKED UP 19 SURVIVORS IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA 

ON ITS WAY FROM JAKARTA TO HONG KONG WHERE IT PLANS TO 
REMAIN FOR 7 DAYS FOR REPAIRS AND RETURN TO JAKARTA. 

2. HONG KONG GOVERNMENT PLANS TO ALLOW THE 19 OFF 

OF THE SHIP AND TURN THEM OVER TO UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE 
SAMP AT KUMAR WITHOUT PUBLICUTY. THEY HAVE REQUESTED UK 
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MAKE SOME POINTS." WE BELIEVE THIS IS A HIGHLY DESIRABLE 
METHOD OF HANDLING SUCH CASES AND THAT THE BRITISH 
ARE ENTITLED TO SOME CREDIT IF ALL GOES AS PLANNED. THERE 
IS A SUBSTANTIAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE NEWS WILL LEAK OUT. 

HOWEVER, IN WHICH CASE WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER USEFUL 
PRECEDENT FOR THE FUTURE. 

CROSS 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760300-0120 
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ISecure: 1 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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